Bollywood meets Brass meets Bhangra

Funky drummers and a hot six-piece horn section pla y massive hits from
Indian films, driven by the huge beat of the dhol

Video projections from Bollywood films



Lille3000 — parade to an audience of 300,000 - the band’'s performance was
broadcast on French national TV

Venice Carnival — main stage, St Mark’s square — for the second time in four years

BBC Blue Peter Proms - two performances at the BBC Proms “the greatest festival

in the world” - Royal Albert Hall; live broadcast on BBC Radio 3

Time in Jazz - Berchidda, Sardinia; main stage, closing night party

Royal Festival Hall — for the re-opening of London’s great concert hall

London Mela - ecstatically received at London'’s biggest Asian festival

Sidmouth Festival
Les Tombees de la Nuit
Cratere/Surfaces festival

Pauken und Trompeten

— main stage on closing night of UK’s senior folk festival

-- Rennes, France; broadcast on French TV

— festival of street arts, Alés, France

— stage set at festival of brass and drums, Mainz, Germany

Taste East — performances at a celebration of the cultures of London’s East End

Musiques de Rue - stage and street performances in Besancon, France

Les Accroche-Coeurs

— three days at fabulous street festival in Angers, France

Musicport — Whitby, the UK’s leading autumn world music festival

SAMA Festival — stage and street sets at major festival of Asian arts, Newcastle

Previously...
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A great addition to any festival —

guaranteed to get the audience on their feet

"Ealing Rd equivalent of New Orleans's Dirty
Dozen Brass Band."

- The Sunday Times

A uniquely London blend of Hindi film soundtracks, Bhangra rhythms and brass, with
influences from jazz, world music, and dance remixe  s. The band has a dynamic stage
presence, with striking costumes, and dance steps

Repertoire includes classic and current film hits, songs by the great gawwal
Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan, and wedding songs

The Bollywood Brass Band plays with or without ampl ification, on or off stage, on
procession or standing still

The stage performance includes video projections of dance sequences from
Bollywood films, in synchronisation with the live m usic

Optional extra! Female Indian dancer, dancing both Bollywood and Bhangra

The band was formed in 1992 to perform with the Shy  am Brass Band from Jabalpur,
India, at the International Festival of Street Musi ¢ in London

Movie Masala 2004
Rahmania — the music of AR Rahman 2002

The Bollywood Brass Band 1999



Movie Masala  (2005) BOLLCD2004

‘Joyous ... electrifying horn riffs and percussion ... irresistib le’
Sunday Times

‘Assured and well developed ... lots of twists, turns and impressive solos’
fROOTS

‘Wonderful’
Time Out

Rahmania (2002) BoLLCD2002

‘A work of genius’
Dr Rhythm

‘A stunning release, highly recommended’
asiansounds.com

‘Bursting with energy and style ... soundtrack to the summer’
Folk Roots

‘A magnificent and impressive album’
FolkWorld

‘Absolutely stunning’
globalvillageidiot.net

The Bollywood Brass Band (1999) BOLLCD2001

‘If you only ever buy one brass band album, this sh ould probably be it.
FolkWorld

‘Truly fabulous playing, exuberant and enticing’
globalvillageidiot.net

‘Improbably funky’
Songlines




Prom 12: Royal Albert Hall 2007

‘This weekend brought the Blue
Peter Prom, which looks set to
become as firm a fixture in the
season as the Last Night.

This year's was patrticularly
good...there was a special treat in
the form of some hip-swaying
Bollywood dancers, accompanied
by the Bollywood Brass Band.

You might think trumpets,
trombones and sousaphones
playing Bollywood tunes would be
horribly naff, the musical
equivalent of curry and chips. In
fact it was a delight , and the kids
on either side of me loved it too.’

Ivan Hewett, Daily Telegraph

Spitz, London

‘The Bollywood Brass Band is one
of the rare examples of Western
contemporary culture being
influenced by the East...a truly
exhilarating, rambunctious

affair , with hypnotic Punjabi
drumming, wailing soprano sax,
Qawwalis, extracts from Bollywood
films on a video screen in the
background, and a band which
obviously and noisily enjoyed
themselves - and so did the
audience’

Dirk Bennett, Artsworld

Cargo, London

‘The Bollywood Brass Band are a
brave bunch. They are a London-
based group of Asian and English
enthusiasts who re-work Indian
film music, from the 1950s
onwards, using only brass and
percussion. That may seem an
impossibly limiting task, granted
the classic vocal performances
and sweeping strings that
accompany so many Bollywood
epics, but what the Brass Band
offer instead is variety, classy
arrangements, and energy
dancer Simmy Gupta'’s cool,
stylish interpretations of the

film songs (and) clips from the
films themselves.’

Robin Denselow, The Guardian

WOMAD UK

‘One of the weekend'’s
indisputable hi%hlights
(WOMAD’s 10" Anniversary) was
London’s Bollywood Band who,
despite reeling under the weight
of tubas and Indian dhol drums,
turned out to be a Jack in the Box
like bundle of 11 cavorting
musicians intent on blasting the
genre into the 21* century.’

Jane Cornwell, The Independent



World Music: New Releases: CLIVE DAVIS

The Bollywood Brass Band: Movie Masala
Emergency Exit BOLL CD 2004 (2 CDs)

The last album from the London-based street musicians of the BBB, an exuberant tribute to
the film composer AR Rahman, ended up on my albums-of-the-year list. Movie Masala is
every bit as joyous. The band play down the kitsch in favour of electrifying horn riffs and
percussion, their covers of songs by RD Burman and co evoking an American marching band
that has taken a wrong turning in Detroit and ended up in Southall. The ragga-fied set on the
bonus disc proves almost as irresistible. Four stars

BN 2001S

It's a simple but effective formula: take tunes from the soundtracks of Indian films and
perform them as a brass band, that way you get the strong melodies without any of the
cheesy arrangements found in so many Bollywood hits. Three albums down the line and it's
still working well. Having concentrated solely on the music of A R Rahman for their last set
(2002’'s Rahmania), BBB now turn their attentions to the writing duo of Laxmikant and
Pyarelal and the legendary 70’s composer RD Burman, with a selection that spans 50 years
of filmi hits, many of which are so well known that they're familiar even to a Bollywood
ignoramus like me.

The band’s arrangements are getting more assured and well developed as they go along.
There are lots of twists, turns and impressive solos here, with no apparent loss of firepower.
After all a 13-piece brass and percussion ensemble that includes two dhol players, is hardly
going to have any trouble kicking up a racket. Dr Das from Asian Dub Foundation adds bass
on three tracks, including a stirring version of Tu cheez badi hai mastt mastt (better known as
Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan’s Musst Musst). Rahmania closed with a couple of remixes and this
time round they've developed the idea into a bonus eight-track remix CD with notable cuts
from Temple of Sound (who add a ska rhythm to the mix), Future World Funk (who take
things dubwise) and Bhangra mixer Baby P. aka BBB's tabla player, Bobby Panesar.

Long may they blow!

Jamie Renton



FolkWorld - Home of European Music

3 FolkWorld &~

© The Mollis - Editors of FolkWorld

FolkWorld Live Review August 2000

Tanz & Folk Festival Rudolstadt

There was the Bollywood Brass band, a mad band from England. It is quite a big band
playing mainly Indian music in a breathtaking brass version with a wild performance. The
audience was simply blown away by this party music... Christian Moll

...the Bollywood Brass Band (complete with drummers from the Dhol Foundation), who
proved so popular with the audience everywhere they appeared that they hopelessly sold out
of CDs, leaving many would-be purchasers disappointed. | particularly enjoyed their
unamplified performance on one of the small stages in the town centre's main pedestrian
road, where they caused a massive "traffic" jam and even attracted a handful of local
residents to their windows overlooking the street. Anja Beinroth

FolkWorld CD Reviews December 2000
The Bollywood Brass Band "The Bollywood Brass Band"

For a start, the tunes are great - unusual to Western ears (albeit less exotic than the original
songs), but tuneful and gripping - they would hardly have become popular hits in India if they
weren't! Then the driving beat of the dhol drums, more usually heard in bhangra music, gets
those dancing feet moving in no time. And the elaborate interplay of the saxophones,
trumpets, trombones and Alice Kinloch's massive sousaphone makes sure that the tunes
never get boring.

As a bonus, the CD includes two remix tracks - a "Sambhangra" mix of "Gur Nalon Ishk
Mitha" and a "Snake Eyes Mix" of "Khena Hi Kya" - which add another dimension by
transporting the tunes into an Asian nightclub sphere; an unlikely, but again successful
transformation.

If you only ever buy one brass band album, this sho uld probably be it.

Anja Beinroth




Artsworld.com April 2002

Out of the dhol drums, into fresh air
Britain's brilliant Bollywood Brass Band strikes a blow for cultural fertilisation —
and makes music that's great fun

Rahmania: The Music of AR Rahman, Emergency Exit Ar  ts
Bollywood Brass Band

The Bollywood Brass Band is one of the rare examples of Western contemporary culture
being influenced by the East.

It is also, beyond the sheer fun and pleasure of their performances, a genuine functioning
example of cultural exchange between peoples living in the UK. (In its wealth and variety it is
without parallel in Europe; believe me, | come from over there).

Phenomena such as the BBB point a way towards collaboration and mutual fertilisation. Over
the last ten years this all-British band has been performing Indian music at weddings, street
parties, functions and, like yesterday, in music venues up and down the country, and
increasingly abroad.

They take their inspiration from Bollywood blockbusters and translate them into their own
unmistaken style. It's a noisy mixture between Indian and European, Jazz and Latino, set to
the bhangra beat, with saxes, trumpets, trombones, sousaphone, snare and bass drums, and
the ubiquitous tabla and dhol drums.

They learned their trade from a band from Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh: the Shyam Brass
Band, which follows the century-old tradition of Indian brass bands. They have gigged with
the likes of Transglobal Underground, Fun ‘da’ Mental, Zubop and Bhangra pioneers Alaap.

On Wednesday BBB presented their new CD, a celebration of Indian cult composer and
singer AR Rahman at the Spitz in the Eastend. Allah Rakha Rahman, born AS Dileep Kumar
in 1966 in Madras, is the master of Indian film music. Starting with his first film Roja, his
music has defined the 1990s in India and he has composed the music for countless
Bollywood blockbusters. Celebrated as the "King of Indian Pop" his record sales have
exceeded 40 million. He has worked and performed with international artists, including
Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan, Apache Indian, L Shankar, Ustad Sultan Khan, David Byrne, Michael
Jackson and Talvin Singh. He is currently collaborating with Andrew Lloyd Webber to
produce Bombay Dreams for the West End. Works such as Injarango, Rangeela, and Ek Tu
Hi Bharosa have become a fixed part of the repertoire of BBB.

It was a truly exhilarating, rambunctious affair, with hypnotic Punjabi drumming, wailing
soprano sax, bellydance, Qawwalis, extracts from Bollywood films on a video screen in the
background, and a band which obviously and noisily enjoyed themselves - and so did the
audience.

BBB are currently touring Europe and the UK - try and catch them if you have the chance.

Dirk Bennett



fROOTS

[It} all sounds great, as fresh and ballsy as the first BBB album, but with more imaginative
arrangements (listen to Ishq Bina or Ramta Jogi for proof of this). Guests include Dhol
Foundation founder Johnny Kalsi and Karim Delali of Fantazia. The whole thing's bursting
with energy and style, and to round it all off there are a quartet of remixes from people like
Transglobal Underground and Kamel Nitrate. Sound track to the summer (Indian or
otherwise).

Jamie Renton

globalvillageidiot.net July 2002
RAHMANIA

A.R. Rahman is one of the great modern Indian composers, and this second CD from the
Bollywood Brass band certainly does his music justice, with some fabulously stirring
arrangements, and great dhol playing to back up the brass. They know when to rage, and
when to hold back, and they offer a new perspective on the music which is familiar from
many films. Add to that four excellent remixes, and you've got an instant classic to keep the
senses boiling and smiling. Absolutely stunning!

THE SUNDAY TIMES May 2002

As traditional as bhangra and chips, some purists might say, but the repertoire of the
Bollywood Brass Band forms a vibrant bridge between east and west. A multiracial set of
strolling players, they have found a niche as Asian wedding specialists, as well as venturing
onto the international festival circuit. Their new project nimbly plugs into the craze for over-
the-top song-and-dance, Hindu-style: think of it, if you like, as a curtain-raiser for Rahman's
forthcoming musical, Bombay Dreams. Irreverent, perspiring, kitsch-free and and never
dull, the arrangements are the rumbustious, Ealing Rd equivalent of New Orleans's Dirty
Dozen Brass Band.

Clive Davis

THE TIMES May 2002

THIS IS a timely release given the fact that A. R. Rahman - to whose music this album is a
tribute - is about to hit the West End next month as the composer of Andrew Lloyd Webber's
latest blockbuster, Bombay Dreams. Back in India, Rahman is the biggest name in
Bollywood, and the London-based Bollywood Brass Band have hit upon the ingenious idea of
arranging a dozen of his best-known film tunes for their eight-piece brass ensemble. They
are supported by a thunderous percussion section, but the melodies cavort with a playful
inventiveness that reflects Rahman's compositional versatility. As bold and brash as you
could wish.

Nigel Williamson



asiansounds.com
Rahmania : The Bollywood Brass Band
There are some amazing musical renditions here, and quite frankly this is a stunning release,

and highly recommended for any person who appreciates the music of South Asia.
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Rahmania: The Bollywood Brass Band

Indian smash hits

British brass bands may have something of a Floral Dance image to live down, but this
London-based assembly of white musicians breaks the mould and blasts its way through
Bollywood classics with all the energy of an Indian musical number. This timely tribute to the
music of Bollywood's number one film composer, AR Rahman, coincides with the Bollymania
about to beset the UK. Great fun, and well worth seeing live.

Doctor Rhythm?s International Music Roundup for Jun e 2002

RAHMANIA! is the title of the new album by London!s Bollywood Brass Band and it is a
work of genius . | can't stop playing it. | wake up with the riffs in my head and have to play it.
| play it in the car; | put it on my hard drive so | can play it while | work.

RAHMANIA rocks. The musicians are having a blast and enjoying their solos, the whole thing
held together by the dhol. The arrangements are tight, the melodies are beautiful.

Therels so much creativity and ingenuity here, it's a real treat to unravel and explore all the
musical directions it takes.



The Bollywood Brass Band
(D (Own label: www.eea.org.uk/bollywood).

This British-based band play idiomatically (having been
tutored by Jhabalpur's Shyam Brass Band), if a little more in
tune than most of their Indian counterparts. Eleven pieces in
all, with a formidable array of percussion, the band play
arrangements of Bollywood hits from films like Bombay and
Raja Hindustani, plus a Bally Sagoo hit and some UK dance-
floor remixes. British music migrates, transforms and
bounces back.

Each section has one or two ‘star discs’
which are indicated by a larger than usual
CD symbol ( ). These are the ones to buy
first.
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The Bollywood brass band offers workshops:

Drumming — dhol drumming, Bhangra

Brass or wind band workshop

Dance - Bollywood or Bhangra

Multimedia presentation on Bollywood and brass band s in India

The band has done projects with schools in many parts of the UK, including with The
National Youth Brass Band of Great Britain ~ and in special schools .

We also offer large-scale collaborations , where brass and wind bands join in playing
expanded versions of Bollywood Brass Band arrangements — previous projects have taken
place in Rouen, Lille and Lichfield Cathedral.

Our workshops can be tailored to your requirements

The Bollywood Brass Band performing at a school in Dagenham, East London
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